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pressed into place in the lead block. Fine dry sharp
sand of 30 mesh or finer is tamped in on top of the car-
tridge to fill the hole. The charge is then fired, and
after firing, the lead block is inverted and any residue
is removed with a brush. The hole is then filled with
water, the volume of the water measured, and the
volume of the original cavity is subtracted from the
final volume. The result expresses the power of the
explosive.
The Trauzl test is very good for explosives of the
TNT class. TNT itself gives a Trauzl test of 290 c.c.
This figure will vary somewhat with the lead used, and
with the operator.
Many other tests have been invented for the deter-
mination of the power of explosives. One of these
depends upon the amount of sand which is crushed
by the explosion of a certain amount of the explosive.
Another depends upon the compression of a piece of
metal by the charge of explosive being placed on top
of the metal and then exploded. In all probability
the Trauzl test gives as good a comparative test as
any other method, and it is easily performed, is not
expensive, nor dangerous.